
 

 
THE MILITARY ORDER OF THE COLLAR 

OF SAINT AGATHA OF PATERNO’ 
 

Grand Magistry 
 
 

The Governor of the Royal House Don Marcello Cocuccio di Blangiardo  
is pleased to announce the programme for the investiture to take place in Catania in 

the month of February 2020 in the Church of San Placido. 
His Eminence Cardinal Anders Arborelius OCD, Bishop of Stockholm will preside 

the religious ceremony  
 

Programme 2nd – 5th February 2020 
 
 
Sunday 2nd February           
 
18.30  Holy Mass of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin in the Church of 
Sant'Anna, seat of the Grand Magistry of the M.O.C.  
                                         
20.00  Informal dinner at the “Osteria Antica Marina” at 29 Via Pardo (maximum 
number 50 persons, payment on the spot). Those attending the informal dinner are 
asked to indicate same in advance due to limitations of seating. 
   
 
 
 
      
 



Monday 3rd February            
 
10.30  Assembly of Knights and Dames of the M.O.C before the Church of San 
Biagio for the traditional procession to the Cathedral of “Offerta della Cera" to the 
Holy Patron                                                      
                                             
18.00  Investiture of Knights and Dames in the Church of San Placido. The Solemn 
Mass will be celebrated by His Eminence Cardinal Anders Arborelius OCD, 
Bishop of Stockholm 
 
20.00  Gala Dinner in the saloons of the palazzo dei principi Paternò Castello di 
Biscari. Those attending the Gala Dinner with any alimentary allergy or who do 
not wish a fish based men are invited to indicate same well in advance 
 
Tuesday 4th February 
 
11.00 Meeting in the Church of Sant’Anna of the Government of the Order and 
Heads of Jurisdiction for a review of the year past and the choice of future projects 
  
 
Wednesday the 5th February, The Feast of Saint Agatha 
 
10.30  Solemn Pontifical Mass in the Cathedral with reserved seating for members 
of the Government of the Order. (The number of places available will only be 
known two days beforehand as divulged by the Curia)  
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of the Gala Dinner funds will be collected which in part will 
finance a study bursary in memory of Donna Estela Velasco de Lebròn 
recently deceased 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



 
PRICE PER PERSON : 
 
Ceremony of Investiture, Gala Dinner at the Palazzo Biscari : € 185.00 
 
 
Name ....................................................................Rank ............................................. 
 
 
Title ...................................................................................................................... 
 
 

1. I shall attend the informal dinner on the 2nd February 202 and shall be 
accompanied by  

 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

2. I shall attend the Ceremony of Investiture and the Gala Dinner on the 3rd 
February 2020. I shall be accompanied by 

  
 
................................................................................................................................ 
 
 
I shall pay the amount of € 185.00 per person by bank transfer to : 
 
CREDITO VALTELLINESE 
Agenzia di ACI CASTELLO (Catania) 
Current Account : Associazione dei Cavalieri dell'Ordine del Collare di Sant'Agata 
dei Paternò 
IBAN : IT-49-K-05216-26102-000000140299 
BIC SWIFT : BPCVIT2S 
 
 
Telephone................................................................................................................. 
 
Fax.......................................................................................................................... 
 
E-mail ..................................................................................................................... 
 

 

   SIGNATURE 

 



The Church of San Placido (Saint Placid), 
Catania 
 

The church of San Placido is in the square of the same name in the Cività district of the city, 
immediately adjacent to the palazzo Biscari and the Cathedral. 
In Roman times there was a temple to Bacchus on this site.The first Christian building according to 
Rasà was erected in 1409 when Queen Bianca of Navarre, the second wife of King Martin of Aragon 
and the ruler of the Kingdom of Sicily in his absence donated valuable sacred furnishings for a 
monastery yet to be built by the Benedictine sisters, perhaps still lodged in another convent. IN the 
15th Century we learn that Ximene and Paola di Lerida  "a married couple of notable piety and of a 
noble and rich family of the city" contributed towards the construction of the monastery of San 
Placido, even if the foundation act of the 4th December 1420 shows donna Paola, by then a widow, 
as the sole founder of the convent. The building was raised on the ruins of the ancient pagan temple 
dedicated to Bacchus (and so a traditional religious site in Catania) since it is said that on the same 
site had been the house in which had been born Saint Agatha, the patron saint of the city. The 
church was reduced to rubble by the catastrophic earthquake of the Val de Noto in 1693 which 
destroyed Catania.  Only three nuns survived the disaster but they commenced the reconstruction 
entrusted to the architect Stefano Ittar and the new church was concelebrated in 1723. ln 1976 the 
church was in a perilous condition and was closed for over three years of structural rebuilding and 
was only re-opened for worship in 1979. 

 

 


